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"was very interesting." The man said that there weic
hundreds of tombs still to be discovered- hnmheds; and he
kissed the tips of his fingcis and made a gesluic of abundance.

He unlocked a door and I walked down to a ilnik chamber
full of warm air. The sides of the- tomb were cut into
shelves for the reception of bodies, and they reminded me of
the wine cellars to be found in the basements of Yu torian
houses. I struck a match and saw that some of these inches
still contained bones The light from the open door fell on
a startling sight. It was my first Pahnyiene. [If was carved
life-size in white limestone, reclining giacelully on the lid of
his sarcophagus. He was the owner of the lomb and the
founder of the family who were buried then'.

He was middle-aged, clean-shaven, and had slating eyes.
His face, in fact his whole body, might have been mode lied
by a backward first-term student in any school oi .sculpture,
He was reclining on rich cushions and rugs a,s if at ,1 banquet.
He wore a brimlcss cap rather like a tarlmsh, surrounded by a
wreath; a long tunic, probably of silk, fell in iolds over his
body, and his legs were encased in thin trousers oj the same,
material, gathered at the ankle. He wore Im^Lhis of soft
leather richly embroidered or tooled. Instead of bring some
stray Persian, this was a typical wealthy J'almyn'w of the
Roman period. We entered other tombs, and many of them
contained similar reclining figures, some with wine-cups in
their hands. The women were shown reclining or sitting
upright, covered with jewellery and wearing a Roman dress,
often with a head-veil. The sculptors were good at jewellery,
Each stone, each setting, the details of car-iings anil bangles,
were carved with meticulous care, as if these women were
determined to carry the ghosts of their jcwellciy with them
into the next world. The impression 1 had was of a crowd
of Orientals, some of whom imitated the Romans and some
who did not; people devoted to couches and cushions, wine-
cups, silks and jewels. They were fur from uupleasing people,
Behind the conventional stiffness of the sculptor's work I
seemed to detect the quickness and intelligence of the living
men and women.

This mixed race loved to spend its money with Greek
architects, and prided itself on colonnades und buildings which